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My starting position
● Working for OSADL for many years
● Practical experience with Open Source compliance and 

Open Source licenses
● Started to contribute to OSSelot last year
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At the very beginning
● Choose package to be curated
● Inform main-

tainer about
planned
contribution
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Contributions are very welcome
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In case you do not know
● We require a Certificate of Origin:

● In case you want to contribute in the context of a 
company, please clarify first with your employer that you 
are allowed to do the contribution.

● If you want to contribute, but you do not want that your 
name / your company’s name is disclosed, we offer a way 
to do so.

Signed-off-by: Joanna Doe (jo.doe@happy.hacking.com)
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In case you do not know
● If you want to contribute curated license and copyright 

information of OSS packages – the first packages shall not 
be that complicated.

gnupg2_2.2.40 is fine – go for it!
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Let’s get to it
● Download package (as upstream as possible, 

e.g. from original project website)
● Save the package on my computer
● Note the download URL for later
● Upload package in FOSSology (Upload from file)
● Scan the package
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It’s curation time
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Finished, almost ...
● There may be some files that are not easy to be concluded, e.g.
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Finished, almost ...
● There may be some files that are not easy to be concluded, e.g.
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I have questions
● There may be some files that are not easy to be concluded, e.g.

How to handle 
CC-BY-SA-4.0 

and its 
attribution?



How to contribute to OSSelot – A field report
Compact OSADL Online Lectures, March 20, 2024

We need to talk
● There may be some files that are not easy to be concluded, e.g.
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 … I need help
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No worries – I will support you
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Acknowledgements for CC-BY licenses
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Almost there: Curate to-be-discussed files
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All green, all clear
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Copyright notices look good
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1.  ReadMe_0SS (OSS disclosure report)
2. SPDX tag:value report

Export reports
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Hands-on post processing
● Some post processing must be done to ensure consistency 

and compliance in documentation.
● Some can be easily scripted, some must be done manually.
● Files must be fitted to naming convention:

● [package name]-[version number]-SPDX2TV.spdx  →
gnupg2-2.2.40-SPDX2TV.spdx

● [package name]-[version number]-OSS-disclosure.txt  →
gnupg2-2.2.40-OSS-disclosure.txt
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Post processing: Example “Creator”

● Replace “username” 
with clear name of 
creator

● Contact information 
like email address is 
voluntary
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Post processing: Example “Creator”

Replaced “aspura” with clear
name “Astrid Spura”

(contact data voluntary)
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Post processing: Example “Dual license”

● Remove “LicenseRef-Dual-
license”

● Have a look into source 
code file and replace “AND” 
operator with “OR” operator, 
if applicable
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Example: Multi-license info in source code file

LGPL-3.0-or-later
OR
GPL-2.0-or-later
OR
BSD-3-Clause

  → Followed by the license text of the BSD-3-Clause
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Post Processing: Example “Dual license”

Removed LicenseRef-Dual-license 
string and replaced “AND”

 operators with “OR” operators
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Post Processing – Example “Third-party info”
● Sometimes a package includes third-party 

information.
● Typical file names that can contain such third-party 

information are COPYING, LICENSE, NOTICE, THIRD-
PARTY ...

● If applicable, the OSSelot project provides such third-
party information in the SPDX tag:value report. 
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Post Processing – Example “Third-party info”
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Third-party information in a file (extract)
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Post Processing – Example “Third-party info”
● Provide third-party information in the SPDX tag:value 

report in tag “PackageLicenseComments”.
● The text should start with the comment “Additional 

information found in <full path/file name>:”.
● Included text should be separated by starlet lines.
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Post Processing – Example “Third-party info”

Include third-part information here

Placed third-party information as text
in tag “PackageLicenseComments”

separated by starlet lines*

* Text truncated 
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More file formats, please!
● FOSSology export consists of 

 
● OSSelot provides more file formats such as

● ReadMe_0SS (OSS disclosure report) 
● SPDX tag:value report 

● SPDX json file
● SPDX rdf.xml file
● SPDX yaml file
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Validate and convert SPDX tag:value report
● SPDX Online Tool 

(https://tools.spdx.org/app)
● Provides a portal to upload, validate and convert SPDX files.
● First validate, then convert.
● Please note: 

Use Command Line Tools for files > approx. 5 MB 
(https://github.com/spdx/tools-java)
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Validate SPDX tag:value report
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Validate SPDX tag:value report
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Still one file left
● FOSSology export consists of 

 
● OSSelot provides more file formats such as

● Readme file

● ReadMe_0SS (OSS disclosure report) 
● SPDX tag:value report 

● SPDX json file 
● SPDX rdf.xml file 
● SPDX yaml file  
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Create Readme file
● Download Location

(as noted earlier)
● Package URL (purl)
● Creator
● Reviewers will be

completed
by reviewer

● Comment
(if applicable)
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All artifacts are ready to commit
● FOSSology export consists of 

 
● OSSelot provides more file formats such as

● Readme file   

● ReadMe_0SS (OSS disclosure report) 
● SPDX tag:value report 

● SPDX json file 
● SPDX rdf.xml file 
● SPDX yaml file  
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Commit, Push and Pull Request
● Commit and push all artifacts in own fork in Github

● Create Pull Request 
including ”Signed-
off-by:”
(https://github.com/
Open-Source-
Compliance/package-
analysis/blob/main/
CONTRIBUTING.md)
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Please review!
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Final work – bringing the Pull Request in shape
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Last but not least – adding the reviewer
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Two heads are better than one
● Make corrections and commit again
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I did it!
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Ready to use from osselot.org 
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Thank you for your attention

Please find more information on OSSelot and 
how to contribute to it on our 

Project website:  https://www.osselot.org
Project wiki: https://wiki.osselot.org

Github project repo: https://github.com/Open-Source-
Compliance/package-analysis/blob/main/README.md
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