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Curation
@

Audi

Defined
Quality

(Scanners, 
scanner settings, 

Sources…)

Checks of
pre-curated

data

(Completness? 
Standard? 
Quality?)

Manual
checks

of scanner-
results

(false-positives, 
wrong

findings…)

Database

(storage, 
completion and 

updates)

Categori-
sation

of information

Curation in the FOSS-context
in general stands for:

• …research

• …check

• …evaluate

• …prepare

• …cultivate

„Where is the trustworthy
database we could use?“

Curation – together better
Curation definition – what is curation?

AUDI AG Why do we need a curation database? 14th of December 2022
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DEVELOPER/
POJECT LEAD

(data collection)

CURATION

(data quality)

AOSD 2.0

(legal verification of OSS)

• Status quo: 
Developer determines data 
of the open-source software 
(OSS) in the project

• Use of scan tools: 
Scancode, BlackDuck…

• Challenge:
Variety of software develop-
ment processes and tools in 
the VW-group

• Vision: 
Greater standardization of 
sw-development processes 
and tools in the group

• Challenge:
Ensure data quality through curation 
(preparation) as data basis & facts for 
audit

• Solutions:
• Manual curation
• Semi-automated curation
• Automated curation using

curation tools (e.g.: ORT, 
SW360, FOSSology…)

• Curation databases
(e.g. ClearlyDefined…)

• Status quo:

• AOSD 2.0 online

• Resolver operational

• Data acquisition

and -import ready

• UI/UX ready & being optimised

Goal:
Open-source licence compliance | automated, efficient, swift, reliable
Licence compliance embedded in the software development process

Data 
transfer
for audit

Curation – together better
Curation challenges – essential part in the process Legal Check @ 

• Automated §-testing

of the OSS in use
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UI/
UX

Graph
database

Data acquisition
Data curation

Resolver

Central project components  
and interfaces:

• Graph database

• Data acquisition

• UI/UX

• Resolver

• Heart of the 

AOSD 2.0

• Automated legal 

check according to

coordinated 

audit logic

• Data curation

• High quality of the 

datasets enables high 

quality results

Highlights of the AOSD 2.0:

• Licence management and compliance tool for 

software developers and lawyers

• Extensive automation of input and verification

• Increased efficiency in data entry and 

verification, resulting in cost reduction

• Can be used throughout the group

• Contribution to digitalisation

• Connection to VW group systems

• Quantum leap for open-source compliance in 

the VW Group

• Transparent project management in Atlassian 

Confluence & JIRA

• Currently no alternative known on the market

Curation – together better
Curation challenges – Legal check tool @ Audi

Audi Open Source Diagnostics 2.0

https://www.aosd.cloud.audi/login
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Idea: Establishment, 
co-filling and co-use 
of a trustworthy 
„curation database“ 
in the OSS 
cummunity

AUDI AG Why do we need a curation database? 14th of December 2022

Risik minimization is essential 
for the successful use of FOSS

Resources
Staffing
Costs
Time

Quality

Error-prone processing
while curating data

manually
Trust vs. individual quality

standards

Environ-
ment

Energy con-
sumption of software
scans
Limited re-use
Emissions of CO2 

OSS-licence compliance 
requires curated data sets

Which source provides 
sufficient quality for Audi?

Status quo: use of Open Source Software (OSS) 
 requires licence compliance

 requires data curation before testing
 requires high curation efford (time & money)

Curation – together better
Curation challenges – in detail

of
OSS

Individual

Curation…

Together

Curation…
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Win-win-situation
for all companies that

use the curation database

curated
OSS-

dataset 3

curated
OSS-

dataset 1

curated
OSS-

dataset 2

AUDI AG Why do we need a curation database? 14th of December 2022

› Database:

› common curation standard

› „housekeeper“ OSADL eG

› open-source-database

› worldwide

› open for all participants and their contributions

› Potential contribution:

› Advantages / keyfacts

› Synergies: Re-use, reduced time and costs 

› Pull effect through contributions

› Curated data sets are not relevant to competition

› Curated data sets do not require confidentiality

› Result: 

› A curation database for all co-using and motivated companies

› You or your company can already participate and benefit from 
the curation database and simplify OSS compliance in your 
company!

Audi
Company

OSADL Supplier

Contribution of various companies
Curation – together better
Curation solution – database

7
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› Database online @ GitHub:

Curation – together better
Curation solution – let‘s do it together
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https://github.com/Open-Source-Compliance/package-analysis
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Thank you for
your interest

Linkedin:
e-mail: Dan-Alexander.Levien@audi.de

Linkedin: 
e-mail: Thomas.Dulle@audi.de

AUDI AG Why do we need a curation database? 14th of December 2022

mailto:Dan-Alexander.Levien@audi.de
mailto:Thomas.Dulle@audi.de
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomasdulle
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dan-alexander-levien
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